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S nages of the which, the one is the {8 
Well willing (omminaltie, ànd 
the other the Noble and 
moſte puyſſant 
Prince , my Lorde 
the Duke of 
e Anion. 
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The well willing (omminettic, 
Od gracious lozd confides 
"( ring that the gouernment 
Mot countries hath bene al⸗ 
I wapes eſteemed not onely 
amongſt the Philoſophers 
but alſo amongſt all natt« 
ons, to be a matter of 
great waight and impoꝛ⸗ 

tance, ſpecially when as a 
Pꝛince and — doth taythlully attende oan 
the ſame. Thcreſoze now that we haue conceiued 
ſuche hope of pour highnes, we haue bene mouev 


1 firſtly in all rt uerence to ſalute pour highnes, and 
ewe 


thereafter as true ſubicctes to pꝛeſent and 
ö all obedience. 
| My Lom the Duke. 11 
My louing fiiendes I thanke you hartely for 
of the — — kindaes which you doe ſhewe vnto 
| me. And alſo do prom.ſe neuer to fruſtrate you, 
| nor make any default of the duetifull good con- 


20 


fidence which ye do beare to my perſon, 
The well willing (ommualtie, 

Uiclooke fo nothing elſe of your highnes, but 
fo2 the office of a good Pzince, Nhich is to pzocect 


and violence. And to loue them as the father loueth 
bis childzen, and the ſhepeheard his terpe, which I 
doth venter his lyke ko to defend them. 


ws Tod = uke. 
os 


and defend his ſaviectes frow all wzong,outrage, | 


My Gloneles you | pen e very well and ] will al- 


ſo feruently er deuour my ſelfe to the ſame, for I 
hope euen as you ſhall find me alwayes a benigne 


and fayrhfull Gouernour, that I lykewiſe ſhall 
Haue you obedient ſubiects, for like as the father 


is bound to loue his children, and the ſhepheard 
his ſnieepe, euen ſo the ſhepe likewiſe are Yound 


"7 426 follow their e and lhew him obedi- 


en . bs 
The well willing 1 | 


Pour highnes ſhall be hereof ynough aſſured ha⸗ 


uing read oner our auncient Canſcquences and 
- Chyonicles. Mherein euery where is to be founde 


the greate affection which we naturally do beare 


to dure lawfull Pꝛinces and Lozdes. But in caſe 
pour highnes did vouchlafe to heare vs, it waulde 


not ſeeme vnto vs co be inconuenient, (betauſe pour 
bighnes ſhoulde haue knowledge of all thinges, 
whlch is mooſt needfull foz well to adminiſter the 
gouernement of countries, ) that we nowe ſpeaking 


togeather, might bꝛiefly diſtourſe oꝛ run ouer the 
eſtate of theſe our lowe countries. and the ſumme of 


things which their in be palled inte the pang 


2 — the 'trondles vntill now. 


mM 


Circũſſ N the welfare of the countrie, and 


221 Mp Lo the Duke. 
My louing friendes, Iam very ol! pleaſed to 
As ame and that more is, l thinke it who- 
ly neceſſaty, to haue knowledge thereof. Bycauſe 
we might thereby in all thinges deale the more 
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the ſalgation of vs all. And therefore I requeſte 


you in no wiſe, to hide from me the knowledge * 


v 


of ſuch thinges. | 
I be well willing (omminaltie, 


Seeing that your highnes doth reque te this ob 


vs, we will glavly do the ſame, thanking the al⸗ 
mighty god that it hath pleaſed him to ſend vs pour 
highnes hence fozwaord to pꝛotect and make vs free 


from the tyranny, intended to be bꝛought vppon vs 


by our enemyes. Pour highnes muſt fity vuder⸗ 
ſtand that the king ol ſpapne after the veceſe ol che 
Emperour Charles the firſf of woꝛthy memoꝛy. Ok 
whom he hath receaued all theſe Lowe countries, 
fo2getting the ſeruices, which aſwel his Lozd and 
father as alſo he bimſelt had receaued of theſe coun! 
tries and the inhabitants of the ſame,wherby' ſpe 


ctally the king of Spayne hath obtained ſo famous 


victoztes againſte his cnempes, that thereby his 
name and power became famous & feared though 
all the wozld, And foxccetting alſo the admonition 
which the Emperours maieltie afozeſayd had gy⸗ 
uen him at other times to the contrary he hath bent 
his eare, and gyuen credit to theſe of the counſell of 
Spaine, being neare him which had concepued in 
their hartes, and enuy againſt theſe countries and 


there freedomes. Foz that they might not haue any 


charge to gouerne in cheke countries, no2 to beare 
the pꝛincipall eſtates oz offices as they did in the 


realmes of Naples, Sicilia, at Millan, in India, 


and at other places being vnder the kinges vomi⸗ 
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nion, whereofthe moſtepartof them knewe the ri / 
ches and power. 
Mhich Counſell ol Spayne 02 ſome of the pꝛin⸗ 

cipall thereofhaue declared to this king at diuers 
times. That it was better foz his Maieſties repu⸗ 

tation, anewe co Conguere theſe countreps foz to 
commaund thereoucr fr ely and abſolutely, (which 
is to playe the Tpzantc accozving to his pleaſure) 
then to be dziuen to gouerne vnder ſuch conditions, 


© reſtrietions as he hath ben fainc to l were, in the 
atcceptinge of che dominion of theſe countreps, Ac⸗ 


£ozding to p which the king hath euer ſince tought 
by all meanes to bzing the afozeſlaid countries from 
their ancient freedomes. and vnder a Tyrrannicall 
Koucrnment of the ſpani rds inceving firſtly under 
the cloke ok religion to putte in newe biſhops in the 
cheeleſte and molle pꝛiacipall Citties, giuing and 
endewing them with adiunction and incozpozation 
of the moſte Richeſte Abbyes , and adioyning vnta 
them, nine Canonicos or Regulars which ſhould be of 
his Counſel . Whereof the thace ſhould haue ſpeci⸗ 
all charg ouer the Inquiſition, By which incozps* 
ration the ſaide Biſhops which might haue becne 
aſwell ſtraungers as Natiue of the Countreps) 
haue had the firſt places & voices in the aſſemblies 
ol the eſtates ol theſe countreps, And haue bene his 
creatures ready at bis commaundement and deus⸗ 
tion: and ſhoulde haue bzoughr in by the ſaide ad⸗ 
ioyned (avonicos or Kegwars, the ſpaniſhe 'rquiſi 1ti⸗ 


dito al men) ſo hoxrible and odious in theſe Couu⸗ 
treys as the verye bondage it ſelfe: In ſuche wiſe 
that the ſaide Jmperiall Maieſtit hauing at other 
times pꝛopondeo the ſame to the countreis he did let 
it reſt again, by reaſon of che remonltrations which 
were dont againſt ic vnto his Maieſtie.therin ſhew⸗ 
ing the affection which he did beare to his ſuhierts. 
But howbeic diuers remonſtrations which be dane 
vnto the Ring by woꝛd of mouth as well by perti⸗ 
culer Pꝛouinces and Cities, as alſo by ſome of the 
pzincipall Loꝛdes of the Countrye, 2. The Lo 
of Montingni, and the Earle of Egmont, being 
ſent to Spayn to that purpoſe at ſundzy times bp the 
conſent ofthe Duches of Parma then Gouernant ps; 
yer the ſam? countreyes by the aduiſe of the Coune, 
ſell of Eſtates and Generalitie. And alſo that the 
fapd king of Spayne had giuen vnto them by woꝛd 
mouth good hope to pꝛouide therein, accozding to. 
their requeſt. he notwichſtanding to the contrarye 
thereof, ſhoztly thereafter ſharpely by Letters vpory 
his indignation comaundedto receiue che Biſhaps, 
and to place thẽ in poſſeſſion of their Bilhopzickes,, 
and inco2pozated Abbies, To giue the Ing iſition 
her courſe, where ic thertofore had bene, and to fols, 
low the oinance of the Counſel of Trent. hich 
was in many poyntes contrary to the Pyuilenges, 

of the afozefaid countreis, which thing being came 
to the knowledge of the Comminaltie, hath with 
good reaſon cauſed occaſton of great commoſton a⸗ 


mongſt e aud an alienation at the good aflectt⸗ 
Nil. ot 
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alwWayes as ddd fublerts haue ben 
IE Gee e king io on and his JP) eveceſtos;: 
155 DC ethng t Not onely hee did no a- 
volit to lache Eyꝛant vpd their perſons 4 goods, 
but alſo Vpon their conſciences , of the whiche they 
thinke fb be bound e>iire reckoning ,'-62 make” ans! 
ſwere bio no body but only vnto God. 

Fo which cauſe, and foꝛ pitie of the lud com 
naltie, the peincipall ofthe Countreps haue exhibi⸗ 
tedacereaine Nemonſtration u the peare, 15 651 
Reqnefting; that fo2 to ſtill the Cominaltie, and 
pzevent al Seditions, his Mateſtie ſhould aſſy wage 
rhelepoyntes,and ſpeciallye- concerning the rigo ! 
rous Jngufſition and puniſhment ok che Religion} 
he wing therewith the loue and aflection whiche he 
as a benigne Pꝛince did beare vnto his ſubiectes,- 
and ſoz to notiſie the ſame vnto the ſayde king of 
Spame moꝛe nearer, and with moꝛe authozitie, and 


Fi foi to pꝛooue how nereſſarye the ſame was fot the 
Welkare of the countreis, and to maintain the ſame 


in quietneſſe. to put oꝛ leaue of ſuch nouelt ies, and 
mittigate tit rigoꝛ ofthe general Pet ition of the 
PleecaCiumateers concerning the Religion at the 
frqireffofrheſayd Governant,Counſell of the E⸗ 
Kites, and df the generall eſtates ok all the coun⸗ 
treys, wers ſent A, Spaine 88 Ambaſſavozs ; The 


| Marquis of! Berghen an the Loꝛd of Montingni da 


foze namen, But in ſteede te giue attendaunce  vnto 
— 6p to pꝛouide in the inconueniences 9 
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ths remedye — di 1 
quiten ld alteadie vegin to apprare oʒ hem them: 
ſelues almoſt in all Countreies, amongſt the Con⸗ 
gregatiom he by the alluring ol thaſpaniſhConn»” 
ſełl. hatt cauſed the ſayd perſons which had made 
the afogeſuid Nemonſtration, to be declared Rebels 
and to be gutitie ot the crime ok Treaſon, and 
conſequent iy co be punniſhed in bovye and goods. 
And moꝛeouet he thinking chereafcer that the ſayd 
Csuntteps were wholy ſubdued vnder his ſubier⸗ 
tion aud Cirannpe, by the power or the Duke ot 
Alba, cauſed the ſayd Lozds Ambaſſavozs to be ap⸗ 
pꝛehended, mur dered, and their goodes confil kev, 
contrarp ta all common ozders, 02 lawes, whiche 
alwapes haue bene inutolately obſernedamoncet? - 
the moſt cruell and tyꝛannicall Bꝛinces. And how 
beit that the greateſt troubles. riſen in the ſayde 
Cduntties, by the dealing ofthe ſayde Gonernanc 
and her Adherente s, in the layd peare 1 56 6. was 
agayne pacitted, and many dꝛiuen away whiche din 
vnderſtand the freedomes of the countreis, ard che 
reſt oppreffed and lubdurd in ſuch wile, that the 
King had na tauſe at all to oppꝛeſſe the ſayd Conn ⸗ 
treis by loꝛce of Weapons, pet notwirhſtand ing AY 
to haue ſuch an occaſion which the ſayde Spanne 
counſell ot long tyme had ſoughte and looked 77. 
actoꝛding to the lame is plapnelye declared by ez 
intercepted and detapned letters of Alana, the 2 (is! 
baſladoꝛ of Spayne, reſident in Fraunce being at thöt 
time 17: e the Duches ol 2 ts amcne⸗ 
gp late 
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be as their Pꝛince. ꝛotectoʒ and good ſheapheard 


„ Cantrell mages . 
uernche ſame accoꝛding to hir wil, cirannically by 
the Spamierde: as the 7ndiens and the new conque« 
— De by the motion and counſell of the 
ſapd Sp«iniardes, ſhewing the little loue whiche he 


bare to his good ſubiectes, contrary to that whiche 


was bound to do. Math ſent towards the ſaid coun ⸗ 
treyes fo2 to oppꝛeſſe them with a great armie the 
Duke of Alba, being infamous of hardneſſe and 
crueitie, one of the pꝛincipall enemies of che coũ⸗ 
trey: and being,fo2 to be his Counſellozs,accoms. 
panped with perſons of lie nature and humoures. 
Mhich haue executed ſuch innumerable deale of 
cruelties and tirannies vpon theſe Countreis, that 
the fame woulde bee to long befoꝛe paur higbneſſe 
here to be rebearſed. And thereafter the great Cõ⸗ 
mandado2(whome the King of Spe did ſende to 
theſe Countreis after the Duke of Alba not ſoꝛ to 
amend ought, but fo2 to poſecute the ſayde way of 
tiranny by a moꝛe ſecrete meane which haue com⸗ 
pelled the other countreis whiche they kepte vnder 
the Spanish ſubiection wich their Garriſons and 
built Caſtels,foz to vie ali their perſans and might 
fo2 to helpe ta oppꝛeſſe them, ſhewing notwithſtan⸗ 
ding vnto the laid countreis which they did employ; 
in th tr allitannce as is afozeſapd,no mote fayoure 
then if they had hen their very enimies permitting 


that the $2amm#ardes under p cloke that thep were in 


ſedition befoze the face ol the great £9;nandadoz,: 


ou | 
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foꝛtibly did enter into the Citie of · Anwernd there 
accoꝛving to their diſcretion co waſte and ſpend foz | 
the ſpace of ſixe weckes at the charges of the Citi⸗ 
ʒens, conſtrapning lurthermoze in the meane tyme 
the ſayde Citizens becauſe they ſhoulde be diſchar⸗ 
ged of the violence of the lame Sparmaraes ts furs 
niſh to the payment oi foure hundꝛed thouſand gyl⸗ 
dzens,their demaundtd Wages, and al'o thereatter 
the ſpaniſhe ſouldiers viing a greater boldnes haue 
aduaunced theinſclues publik:Ipe to take vp their 
weapons agaynſt the countrey, thinking firſfl) to 
take the citie of Bruſſels, and in place of the oꝛdina⸗ 
ry refidence of the Pꝛince of the Countreis beeing 
there. to make their Cane of robderie, whiche thing 
not ſucceeving vnto chem, they haue ouerthzowne 
the Citieof Aelſt, and thereafter fo2ciblpe taken, 
ſacked, ſpoyled, murdered, and byrned the Citie of 
e / aeftricht and Antwerpe,afozeſapd, and ſo hands 
led che ſame that the moſt ctucll and Tpꝛannicall 
enemies of the Countreis can not doe any moze noꝛ 
woꝛſe, to the vnſpeakable domage not only of the 
inhabitants, but alſo almoſt of all the Mat ions of 
the woꝛld, which there had their wares and monep. 
And howbeit that the ſapd Spainiardes by the coune 
ſell ol Eſtates(by whome ar that tyme by reaſon of 
the death of che great Tomandadoz was accepted 
the Gonernmente of the Cenntrets by the charge 
and coinmiſſio4 sf the king of Spapne ) were de⸗ 
claxed and publiſhed fo2 enemies ofthe Land in the 
pꝛeſence of leronimo de Rhoda, fo theontrage,” 
* FRYER : fo2Ce 
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- Fozce and violẽce which they vſev,yet the ſaid RV 


ae by his owne authozity,oz elſe ( as it is to!be pres 
ſumed)by vertue of ſome ſecret Inſtructiõ which he 
might haue frõ Spine, had taken vpon him co be the 


 Chicfeoz heade of theſe Spainguartes and their allo» 


ciated, And without to haue reſpecte to theſe coun⸗ 
ſell sf Eſtates to vſe the name and authozicie of the 
King to counterfaite his ſeale,and to behaue him⸗ 
ſelfc publikelpe as gouernoure and Liefetenaunt of 
the king, whereby the eſtates were cauſed to make 
agreement at this time with my Love the Pꝛince 
and eſtate of Hollande and Zerlande,whiche agree⸗ 


ment hath bene appꝛoued and bene found to be good 


by the cou ncell of the eſtates and lawfull Gouer⸗ 
nours of the countreis, foꝛ topncly and with one ac · 
cozd to let vppon and dziue out of the countreys the 
Sparmgxartes as common enimies of the Countreys, 
Meuertheleſſs not pzetermicting as good ſubiectes 
inthe meane while wich all dilligence by diuers 
bumble remonſtrations to the king of Syaine and al 
kt and poſſible meanes to ſue and beſeeke the king 
that bee taking regarde and conſideration on the 
troubles and inconueniences which alreadye were 
happened in theſe countreys, and pet were ltkelye 
to happen. It might pleaſe him to catiſe the Sy /in 


uartes to departe out of the countreys and punniſh 
them which haue bene occaſion ol the ſpoile and rus 


ine of his p2incipall Citties, and other vnſpeakea⸗ 


ble outrages. which his ſubiects haue ſutained:fo2 


kal⸗ 


the conſolation of tholt on whome the ſame had 
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len, and fo2 an example to other . But the king g als 
though hee fapned with wozdes that the ſame was 
chaunced againſt his will and pleaſurc, and that he 
did intend to punth their cheifes, and fozthwith fox 
the quietneſſe of the Conatery to be wiſlinge to ap» I 
point ſame 02der with all fauoure as it beconethco i 
a pꝛince. Pet notwithſtanding the lame hc hath nos 
onely canled Jufice noz puniſhement to be avmſnte 
ſtred againſt them. but contrary wie it doth ſullici⸗ 
ently by his veeds apeare, that al was don wich his 
conſent, and by a pꝛoceading ſpaniſhe Counſell, as 
the lame within a while after found out by rere 
Intercepted, and detained letters, that by! t 9 5 
himſelke had bene witten, to en 2 
Captaines (being an occaſtan of che 7 25 miſ⸗ 
chrife) that he not onely founde their doinges bod. 
but did p2acle them foy the ſame and pied to 
make recompence eſpecpally to the ſaid Khodss, as 
hauing done a ſingular ſcruice vnto bun euen as 
allo he hath hewen the lame in dedes, at his return 
in $paine, vnto him. and to all other his ſe uiters of 
the laide ' tprrannp which haue bene in thefe coun⸗ 
treis. And the kinge allo at the ſame time (min⸗ 
ding {o muche the moꝛe to blind the eyes of bis ſub⸗ 
iects) did (end as Gouernour in the ſaid countries, 
his baſtard bꝛother Don Iohn:D'auſtrya as one þ 
was of his bloode who vnder the cloake that he vid 
finde good and appꝛoue the agreement which was 
made at Gaunt, the pꝛomiſe to dekens che Eſtates, 
be Spainguartes t0 . and tocauſe;? —_— q 
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the violence and diſcozves which bee done in theſe 
. Countries to bee puniſhed ,And co take ozver foꝛ the 
tommon quictnelle ofthe countries and the anncient 
" Jpbercies, did go avonce to deuide the ſatd Eltates, 


and to ſuodewe the one countrey after the other, 


- Which thing euen as that which is tainedlye done 
an» with outward ſhewe againſt, the meaning cans 


not longe cantinue ſecrete. So likewife the ſame 
dzeakinge ou: befoze he had fully compaſſed his In⸗ 
tention. Oe could not perfozme the ſame accoꝛding 
z0 his purpoſe , but he tn ſteade of peace furrev and 
rapied vp newe warre, wherofhee did boaſt at his 
comming, and which as pct dotb indure, we hauing 


- xeſiftev the ſame, accoꝛding that reaſon doch greatly 


nicue vs cher vnto. Here you haue heard moſt graci⸗ 
ous Lozv the pzincipall matters which be chaunced 


in theſe our lowe Countreis during the time of the 


afozcſaid troubles and therfoze we beſech pou wich 
all reverence , That ſectng poure entring is moſte 
hartily welcome vnto vs, it maye pleaſe pou to re⸗ 
teaue vs in poure pꝛotection, and to execute at all 
mes on vs the Office of a good Pztnce . 


Py Lozdthe Duke. 


Therof my louiug friendes you nede not in a- 


iy v · iſe to doubt as long as it ſhall pleaſe the al- 


i ightie God to graunt me his grace. 
The nel willing Communatcics 


_—zzz — —— — — — — 


Me belech the almighty God that it may pleaſe - 
him here vnto to pꝛeſerut your highnes, and 
to grant vs togeather much iop, and apo 


| uauncement, that we may ſpedely 

þ ſee the enemy conquered by 

>: ©» our handes, 
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